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Chairman’s Welcome

Hello and welcome fo the latest edition of our Heavy Woollen
magazine. This may be the first time you have picked up our
publication or you might be a regular reader, but we would like
to thank you for taking the time to have a look. Hopefully you
will find something to encourage you to either visit one of the
branch’s excellent pubs or clubs whilst enjoying a glass of real
ale or real cider/perry.
As you read this we are hopefully heading towards Spring and a
time when generally our pubs and clubs have start to see trade
pick up after a difficult time after the Christmas period. In the
area we have seen The Thirsty Man in Mirfield close and it looks
like it may be opening as an Italian restaurant during 2019. We
have also seen The New Inn at Roberttown and the Rose and
Crown at Cleckheaton both looking for new owners. As a branch
we hope that both of these pubs find new owners and retain the
support of their local communities as they were both previous
CAMRA Good Beer Guide entries.
; On a very sad note
we lost one of our
most popular and
successful landlords
B just before Christmas
when Chris Osman of
The Flowerpot, Lower
Hopton, passed
away. Chris was a
real character and was well known in the Heavy Woollen area
firstly for the great job at The Swan, Liversedge, which he turned
around and made a very popular pub. After a short break Chris
then came out of retirement to run The Flowerpot winning many
CAMRA branch awards including the Pub of the Year award in
2015. He ran a tremendous cellar with superb beer quality, took

pride in looking after his staff and was very popular with his locals
which was obvious by the numbers who flocked to the pub each
week. Our sympathies and best wishes go to his family and to all
the team at The Flowerpot.
By the time we read this we should have finalised our selection
for the pubs and clubs which will represent the Heavy Woollen
Area in the Good Pub Guide in 2019. Looking at previous
welcomes | have written | seem to be repeating myself as the
standard seems to raise each year. We have had even more
entries pushing for selection this year and | would like to take
this opportunity to thank those running these as you are making
our job tougher. However, on a positive note it does mean that
the people living in this area do have a number of great places
to drink.
Also during the last quarter, the Heavy Woollen branch hosted
the Yorkshire Regional CAMRA meeting in our area and | would
like to thank Paul Moon and his team at The Knowl Club for
hosting the event and for their hospitality. The Region was very
impressed with the club and the standard of the beers. They also
visited a number of pubs in the Mirfield and Lower Hopton area
and we received very positive feedback on both the welcome and
the standard of the beers available, so my thanks go out to you.
We are looking to organise a number of branch CAMRA social
events so if you have any ideas please approach any of the
committee whose names are listed at the back of this magazine.
Also, if you would like to attend any of our meetings we would
love to see you and if you would like to join us on a social you will
be made very welcome even if you are not a member.
Finally, thanks for supporting the pubs and clubs in the Heavy
Woollen area and | hope to see you in one of our pubs soon.
Cheers

Andy
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Beer Festivals Near, Community Beer Festival & Far & Quiz

BEER FESTIVALS
Near & Far

For more up to date Beer Festivals
http:/lwww.heavywoollen.camra.org.uk/

MARCH

27th - Tth Apr Real Ale & Cider Festival, The Cherry Tree
(Wetherspoons), 14 -18 John William St,
Huddersfield. HD1 1BA. Normal opening hours.

APRIL

3rd Heavy Woollen Branch AGM — Knowl Club Mirfield
8pm Prompt

5th - 6th  31st Oldham BF, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Civic Centre,

West Street, Oldham. OL1 1NL. Fri & Sat 12noon —
10.30pm

5th-Tth CAMRA Members Weekend AGM & Conference —

Caird Hall Dundee
11th - 13th Hull Ale & Cider Festival. Hull Minster HU1 1RR

19th - 21st Emley BF, Emley Band Room, 9 Beaumont St,
Emley, Huddersfield, HD8 9RJ. Good Fri & Sat 1pm
—11.30pm; Easter Sun 1pm until dry

25th - 27th SKIPTON BEER FESTIVAL 2019, Ermysted's
Grammar School, Gargrave Road, Skipton,
BD23 1PL

MAY

16th - 17th Rail Ale 2019 BF, Barrow Hill Roundhouse, Campbell
Dr, Barrow Hill, Chesterfield. S43 2PR. Thu 12noon
—5pm; Fri & Sat 12noon — 11pm

JUNE
6th - 8th  28th Doncaster BF, The Dome, Bawiry Rd,
Doncaster DN4 7PD. Thu Spm — 11pm; Fri & Sat
11am - 11pm

Leeds Beer Festival — Leeds Beckett Students’

Union Bar (The Hive) LS1 3HE

6th - 8th

JULY

5th - 6th  Mirfield Beer & Music Festival (Details later)

WISHBONE BREWERY
KEIGHLEY

The Heavy Woollen Branch of CAMRA are organising a
Brewery Trip to Wishbone Brewery in Keighley on Friday
8" March 2019. Should this turn out to be a successful
evening, we hope fo organise regular events like this in
the future.

The Brewery is situated at Wishbone Brewery Limited, 2A
Worth Bridge Industrial Estate, Chesham Street, Keighley,
BD21 4LG (01535 600412). This is only 5 minutes walk
from the Railway Station in Keighley.

If you want to have a look around the Brewery, then turn up
early. If however, if you just want to sample their excellent
range of cask ales, make your own way there by rail or
bus as they are open between 4:30pm and 10:00pm on
the night of the 8" March 2019.

On the night there will be a range of 8 ales to sample
plus food will also be available in the form of authentic
German style Pretzels, produced by an authentic German
Guy who bakes them locally.

Trains to Leeds from Mirfield or Dewsbury are every half
hour with the Leeds to Keighley trains running even more
frequently. We hope to see many of you there.

Regards Mike Fretwell (I will be there from as close to
4:30pm as local fransport will allow)
Pub Liaison Officer (07810 582799)

GOOD BEER GUIDE QUIZ

As | mentioned earlier we are in the process of selecting our
entries for the 2020 CAMRA Good Beer Guide. So see if you can
pick the entries from the 1999 edition. | will give you the location
fo help!

BIRSTALL Weeee Beees
CLECKHEATON M----
DEWSBURY Joue = Kemeeee
§—" Greenens Bueeee-
Wees Reseee Reseseceane Reeee
HECKMONDWIKE O0—H---
HIGHTOWN Coeee Ko
MIRFIELD Reese-
STAINCLIFFE Be--V—
THORNHILL Seeeez Aee-
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Heavy Woollen Summer Pub of the Season 2018
Black Bull, Birstall

The Heavy Woollen Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) has presented the Black Bull in Birstall with its
Pub of the Season, Summer 2018 award. The branch
members took into consideration beer quality, comfort, &
friendliness of staff when deciding the winner of the latest
award.

This fine old
pub  dating
back in parts
to the 17th
century has
long been a
focal point for
 the locals and
has often been
used for functions associated with the nearby historic St
Peter's church. The upstairs room was occasionally used
as a courtroom until 1839 and the decorated prisoner's
dock and magistrate’s box remain as unique features
which helped it to qualify for a grade Il listing in 1984.
Three well-kept hand-pulled beers and two hand-pulled
traditional ciders are on offer, with Black Sheep Bitter
and two rotating guest beers accompanied by Weston's

VT T

Old Rosie and another cider of more modest strength,
lately Weston's Rosie’s Pig. Good food is available and
popular Wednesday to Saturday evenings and Sunday
lunchtimes.

Scoft Kingsley and Michael Hollingworth took over
the pub, leased from Enterprise Inns, in the Autumn of
2016, having gained valuable management and cellar
experience at several local Wetherspoon pubs. They set
about refurbishment, with help from the pub company,
resulting in a cosy and comfortable environment
downstairs in the partially divided main body of the pub
and the unique snug, while the historic courtroom upstairs
was sensitively repaired (after some leaking roof damage)
and decorated. Outside, part of the car park has been
transformed into an inviting, enclosed beer garden.

Andy Kassube, the Heavy Woollen branch chairman,
presented Scott and Michael with a framed certificate
to mark the award, at a social held in the Black Bull in
September, where the pair were ably assisted by Debbie,
Scott's sister-in-law.

The branch covers the Northern half of Kirklees, including
Dewsbury, Mirfield, Batley and Spen Valley and meets
twice per month at various venues.
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